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Prayer: True Friend By St. Claude La

Colombiere,
Jesus! You are my true Friend, my only Friend. You take a part in
all my misfortunes; You take them on Yourself; You know how to
change them into blessings; You listen to me with the greatest
kindness when I relate my troubles to You, and You have always
balm to pour on my wounds.

I find You at all times; I find You everywhere, You never go away:
if I have to change my dwelling, I find You there wherever I go.
You are never weary of listening to me, You are never tired of
doing me good. I am certain of being beloved by You, if I love
You; my goods are nothing to You, and by bestowing Yours on me,
You never grow poor;

however miserable I may be, no one nobler or cleverer or even
holier can come between You and me, and deprive me of Your
friendship; and death, which tears us away from all other friends,
will unite me forever to You.

All the humiliations attached to old age, or to the loss of honor,
will never detach You from me; on the contrary, I shall never enjoy
You more fully, and You will never be closer to me than when
everything seems to conspire against me to overwhelm me and to
cast me down.

You bear with all my faults with extreme patience, and even my
want of fidelity and my ingratitude do not wound You to such a
degree as to make You unwilling to receive me when I return to
You. O Jesus, grant that I may die praising You, that I may die
loving You, that I may die for the love of you.

Amen.
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Prayer of Confidence

My God, I firmly believe that Thou watchest over all those who
hope in Thee, and that we can never want for anything when we
rely upon Thee in all things; therefore I am resolved to live in the
future with no anxieties, and to cast all my cares upon Thee . . . Let
others seek their happiness in their wealth or their talents; let them
trust in the purity of their life, the severity of their mortifications,
the number of their good works, the fervor of their prayers: "For
Thou, O Lord, singularly hast settled me in hope."

As for me, Lord, in my very confidence lies all my hope. Such
confidence can never be in vain. "No one has ever hoped in Thee
and has been confounded." Therefore I am assured of my eternal
happiness, because I firmly hope for it, and all my hope is in Thee.
"In Thee, O Lord, I have hoped; let me never be confounded." I
know, alas! I know all too well that I am frail and changeable; I
know the power of temptation against the strongest virtue. I have
seen stars fall from heaven and pillars of the firmament totter; but
these things do not alarm me as long as I hope in Thee. I am
sheltered from all misfortune, and I am sure that my hope will
endure, for I rely upon Thee to sustain my unfailing hope.

Finally, I know that I can never hope too much in Thee, and that I
will never receive less than I have hoped for from Thee. Therefore,
I hope that Thou wilt sustain me against my evil inclinations; that
Thou wilt protect me against the most furious assaults and cause
my weakness to triumph over my most powerful enemies. I hope
that Thou wilt love me forever, and that I will love Thee also,
unceasingly. And to carry my hope all at once as far as it can go, |
hope for Thee Thyself from Thee, O my Creator, for time and for
all eternity.
Amen
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CONSECRATION OF ONESELF TO JESUS CHRIST, WISDOM
INCARNATE THROUGH THE HANDS OF MARY

223. Eternal and incarnate Wisdom, most lovable and adorable Jesus, true
God and true man, only Son of the eternal Father and of Mary always
Virgin, I adore you profoundly, dwelling in the splendour of your Father
from all eternity and in the virginal womb of Mary, your most worthy
Mother, at the time of your incarnation. I thank you for having emptied
yourself in assuming the condition of a slave to set me free from the cruel
slavery of the evil one. I praise and glorify you for having willingly
chosen to obey Mary, your holy Mother, in all things, so that through her I
may be a faithful slave of love.

But I must confess that I have not kept the vows and promises which I
made to you so solemnly at my baptism. I have not fulfilled my
obligations, and I do not deserve to be called your child or even your
loving slave. Since I cannot lay claim to anything except what merits your
rejection and displeasure, I dare no longer approach the holiness of your
majesty on my own.

That is why I turn to the intercession and the mercy of your holy Mother,
whom you yourself have given me to mediate with you. Through her I
hope to obtain from you contrition and pardon for my sins, and that
Wisdom whom I desire to dwell in me always.

224. 1 turn to you, then, Mary immaculate, living tabernacle of God, in
whom eternal Wisdom willed to receive the adoration of both men and
angels. I greet you as Queen of heaven and earth, for all that is under God
has been made subject to your sovereignty. I call upon you, the unfailing
refuge of sinners, confident in your mercy that has never forsaken anyone.
Grant my desire for divine Wisdom and, in support of my petition, accept
the promises and the offering of myself which I now make, conscious of
my unworthiness.
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225. 1, an unfaithful sinner, renew and ratify today through you my
baptismal promises. I renounce for ever Satan, his empty promises,
and his evil designs, and I give myself completely to Jesus Christ, the
incarnate Wisdom, to carry my cross after him for the rest of my life,
and to be more faithful to him than I have been till now. This day,
with the whole court of heaven as witness, I choose you, Mary, as my
Mother and Queen. I surrender and consecrate myself to you, body
and soul, with all that I possess, both spiritual and material, even
including the spiritual value of all my actions, past, present, and to
come. I give you the full right to dispose of me and all that belongs to
me, without any reservations, in whatever way you please, for the
greater glory of God in time and throughout eternity.

226. Accept, gracious Virgin, this little offering of my slavery to honour
and imitate the obedience which eternal Wisdom willingly chose to have
towards you, his Mother. I wish to acknowledge the authority which both
of you have over this little worm and pitiful sinner. By it I wish also to
thank God for the privileges bestowed on you by the Blessed Trinity. I
solemnly declare that for the future I will try to honour and obey you in all
things as your true slave of love. O admirable Mother, present me to your
dear Son as his slave now and for always, so that he who redeemed me
through you, will now receive me through you.

227. Mother of mercy, grant me the favour of obtaining the true Wisdom
of God, and so make me one of those whom you love, teach and guide,
whom you nourish and protect as your children and slaves.

Virgin most faithful, make me in everything so committed a disciple,
imitator, and slave of Jesus, your Son, incarnate Wisdom, that I may
become, through your intercession and example, fully mature with the
fullness which Jesus possessed on earth, and with the fullness of his glory
in heaven.

Amen.

Let those accept it who can (Mt 19.12). Let the wise consider these things
(Hos 14.9; cf Jer 9.12; Ps 106.43).

The love of Eternal Wisdom
St Louis Grignon de Montfort
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